
of God, is treated badly by 
others. In this case we do 
know who has done it, and 
that is being followed up. 
But don’t let us be put off 
from really making our 
churches places of beauty 
and investing our efforts, 
time and money in making 
them truly worthy houses 
of the living God! You will 
begin to see at English 
Martyrs’, for example, 
over the next few weeks, 
all the renovations getting 
ready for the consecration. 
The consecration crosses 
should be up already by the 
time that you read this.  

While I’m away resting, I 
would like to say how 
grateful I am for the sup-
port I receive, and for 
those who work through 
the year for the good of 
our parishes, giving of val-
uable time and efforts. 

This Sunday, we welcome 
our good friend, Fr John 
Walsh, who comes to cele-
brate the Masses in our 
churches while I am away 
on holiday. I know you 
will welcome him. 

I would like to draw your 
attention to a few of the 
items on the bulletin to-
day, as I’m not there in 
person to do so. Firstly, 
we do need teams for our 
quiz night in support of our 
young people who are go-
ing on pilgrimage to the 
World Youth Day in Kra-
kow in July. The quiz night 
is a week on Thursday at 
Sandyford cricket club. 
Please see the notice under 
‘Young People’ on page 3 
of the bulletin. 

We are also looking for-
ward to the feast of the 
English Martyrs. In this 
year, when we are prepar-

ing to celebrate the conse-
cration of the Church at 
Biddulph, I would ask that 
as many of you as possible 
come to celebrate the Feast 
of the English Martyrs on 
4th May at 7pm.  

Another exciting event is 
the Turin Shroud exhibi-
tion which we are hosting 
in a couple of weeks time. 
Time is short to prepare 
for this, so please do try to 
come along to the exhibi-
tion. Encourage and invite 
others to come. And if you 
are able to come and lend a 
few hours just to be 
around, so that the Church 
can be open for as long as 
possible that week. 

It is sad to see the acts of 
vandalism to English Mar-
tyrs’ Church recently. I 
always find it so disheart-
ening when a place so spe-
cial to us, being the house 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 

St Catherine of Siena 
1347-1380 

St Catherine is best re-
membered as a great Do-
minican mystic and spiritu-
al master, who wrote of 
her ‘mystical marriage’ to 
Christ. However, she is 
also seen to be a saint of 
mercy, in her work for 
reconciliation and peace 
among people. She trav-
elled widely in Italy, 
preaching the renewal of 

the Church and the repent-
ance of sinners, bringing 
many to seek out the mer-
cy of God. She was bold in 
approaching even the 
Pope, for reform of the 
clergy, and to bring peace 
between the warring fac-
tions in modern day Italy. 
In her work of mediation 
for peace, she was almost 
assassinated, but died of a 
stroke at the age of only 
33. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 

No Confessions this week.  

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass  Maureen, Mary & John Blood 

Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Peter & Joan Jackson 

Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Harry Jones 

Easter     6.30pm Holy Mass Int Fr Oliver Kemp 

Monday 25th  9.15am    Word & Communion 
or Holy Mass 

 

St Mark, Evangelist 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  

Tuesday 26th  9.15am    Word & Communion 
or Holy Mass 

 

Easter Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 27th       

Easter Feria       

Thursday 28th 6.00pm    Word & Communion 
or Holy Mass 

 

Easter Feria       

Friday 29th 

St Catherine  

   6.00pm Word & Communion 
or Holy Mass 

 

of Siena    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 30th 10.30am    Word & Communion 
or Holy Mass 

 

St Pius V, Pope   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday James Nelson (SVP) 

Sunday 1st 9.00am    Holy Mass  John & Mary Hunter 

Sixth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 

Easter     6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

It is almost May, the month of Our Lady once again. It isn’t known exactly when this tradition began. 
We know that, in the thirteenth century, the month was linked to Mary, and that by the eighteenth 
century, in some places, there were May devotions. It wasn’t until the nineteenth century that the 
month of May and its devotions became truly established. This was the century of the proclamation of 
the Immaculate Conception and the Lourdes apparitions. In this Year of Mercy, the month of Mary 
has special place as a time to seek the intercession of Mary, the Mother of Mercy. In the words of 
Pope Paul VI in 1965: “May she who experienced the cares and hardships of earthly life, the weariness 
of daily toil, the hardships and trials of poverty, and the sorrows of Calvary, come to aid the needs of 
the Church and the human race. May she graciously lend an ear to the devout pleas of those all over 
the world who beg her for peace. May she enlighten the minds of those who rule nations. And finally, 
may she prevail on God, who rules the winds and storms, to calm the tempests in men's warring 
hearts and grant us peace in our day.” 
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PASTORAL 

Feast of the English Martyrs The 
Feast Day is on Wednesday 4th May. 
There will be Mass at English Mar-
tyrs’ at 7pm, and we invite people to 
bring and share a buffet supper after-
wards. It will be particularly great to 
see the parish come out to celebrate 
this Feast Day together as part of our 
preparations for the Consecration in 
September.  

Turin Shroud Exhibition The 
Turin shroud is the greatest icon of 
the crucified Christ, and has been an 
influence on many people, bringing 
them to faith in God’s mercy. We are 
privileged to be able to host an exhi-
bition on the Shroud at English Mar-
tyrs’ Church from 8th to 15th May. 
The exhibition will be open through-
out the week. We do need volun-
teers to be around so that the Church 
can remain open for as long as possi-
ble. Please let Teresa know in the 
parish office if you are willing to help 
or contact Frances Moulson on 
07810831607 

First Holy Communion The May  
meetings for First Holy Communion 
parents and children are on Wednes-
day 18th May at St Joseph’s Academy 
at 6.30pm and on Thursday 26th May 
at 6.30pm at Our Lady of Grace Bid-
dulph. All First Communion children 
and parents should attend one of 
these meetings. 

English Martyrs’ Consecration 
Dates for the next working group 
meeting are as follows: 
Tuesday 3rd May 7.00pm Celebra-
tion group. All meetings will be in 
the meeting room at English Martyrs’ 
Church.  

Holy Rosary The Rosary will be 
prayed before Mass on the five Sun-
days of May, beginning next Sunday 
with the Joyful Mysteries. We need a 
volunteer to lead 20 minutes before 
Mass begins. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Sanctuary Lamps 

This week the lamps in the churches are 
lit for the following intentions: 

English Martyrs: Cecil Aston 

St John’s: Kath Bailey (BC) 

If you wish to donate (minimum £5) for a 
sanctuary lamp, please see Fr Julian, or 

World Youth Day The second 
instalment of £100 is due to be paid 
as soon as possible for all those who 
are going on the pilgrimage to WYD 
Krakow. Please let Fr Julian have the 
payment as soon as possible.  

Quiz Night with Pie and Pea 
Supper A quiz night has been ar-
ranged at Sandyford Cricket Club on 
Thursday 5th May, arrive 7pm. Cost 
is £5 per person which includes Pie & 
Peas. To book a place for your team 
(ideally 4 persons per team) please 
ring Teresa during office hours. Pay-
ment can be made on the night. Plac-
es are limited so book early. All mon-
ey raised will go towards funds for 
the WYD pilgrimage. 

Evening of Mercy The next Even-
ing of Mercy will be on Thursday 
12th May at 7pm at St Joseph’s Burs-
lem. The evenings of mercy are an 
invitation to come and hear the mes-
sage of God’s merciful love, shown 
to us most especially in the Sacra-
ment of Forgiveness. The evening 
lasts between an hour and an hour 
and a half and is a devotional service 
rather than Mass. All welcome! 

Maryvale House Chapel and 
The Shrine of the Sacred Heart 
The chapel and shrine is a designated 
place of pilgrimage in the Archdio-
cese of Birmingham for the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Pilgrims are invited 
to enter the Holy Door into the 
Chapel where Blessed John Henry 
Newman prayed to discern his voca-
tion and can visit his room. Opening 
times are Monday to  Friday 8.30am 
to 5.00pm and Saturday 8.30am to 
12.30pm. Individual visitors or small 
groups are welcome to visit during 
opening times without appointment. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  

Fr Julian is away this Monday. The 
next Parish Office hour will be on 
Monday 2nd May at 7pm. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Parishes Meal A meal has been 
organised for all parishioners, across 
the partnership, at the Chatterley 
Whitfield Pub, Sandyford on Tuesday 
26th April. Arrival can be anytime 
between 12noon and 2pm but it is 
important that you do pre book so 
that we can give the pub numbers as 
they will reserve an area for us. Pay-
ment can be made on the day. Please 
phone Janet on 782410 or Jean on 
772983 as soon as possible, for book-
ing and for lifts if offered or required. 

Pilgrimage Day Trip We are plan-
ning a pilgrimage/day trip for Satur-
day 25th June to Hereford. We will 
visit Hereford Cathedral, where the 
shrines of St Thomas de Cantilupe 
and St Ethelbert the King are situat-
ed, as well as the Mappa Mundi. We 
will visit St Francis Xavier Church, 
and have free time in Hereford town 
centre, before going to Belmont Ab-
bey for Vespers. The cost will be 
£12. Keep the date free! 

Day Trip The friendship club are 
organising a day trip to Buxton & 
Matlock on Tuesday 24th May. The 
cost of the coach is £10 and will de-
part Kidsgrove Town Hall at 9.15am 
picking up at Hanley & Meir on the 
way. Return will be at about 6pm. 

YEAR OF MERCY 

To book a place contact Matt Ford on 
07587034299. 

Biddulph Spring Fayre This will 
take place at Biddulph Town Hall at 

10am on Saturday 21st May. There is 
a sign up sheet at the back of Church 
for helpers etc. 

Goldenhill Spring Fayre This will 
be held at Goldenhill Community 
centre at 12noon on Saturday 21st 
May. We need donations of items for 
the stalls: bottles, bric a brac, toilet-
ries, books etc. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party The 
date has been set for the Garden Par-
ty. It will be on Saturday 9th July at 
2pm.  



Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the 
nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

Response to the Psalm: I will bless your name for 
ever, O God my King. 

Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus said: 
‘I give you a new commandment, love one an-
other just as  I have loved you’. [Alleluia.] 

Preface & Eucharistic Prayer Priest’s choice 

Acclamation:  When we eat... 

Communion Antiphon: I am the true vine, and you 
are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever re-
mains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 
alleluia. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage to 
Spain & Fatima  

22nd to 30th October 2016 

We are now taking bookings for our 
superb Year of Mercy pilgrimage to 
Spain and Portugal. Visit Ávila, the 
town of St Teresa, Segovia the shrine 
of St John of the Cross, and historical 
Roman city; Toledo, the primatial 
Cathedral of Spain; Santiago de 
Compostela, the international pil-
grimage site, the shrine of St James 
the Apostle; as well as Fatima, Shrine 
of Our Lady, since the apparitions in 
1916.  Air travel and half board. The 
cost will be £629 based on sharing 
(single rooms available with £175 
supplement). Booking forms are 
available from the Parish Office, 
which should be returned together 
with a deposit of £150 per person, 
payable by cheque, cash or by card 
(details to be put on booking form). 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 479        

FUNDRAISING  

Collections 

Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£332.00, Non-Gift Aid £234.17, 
Total £566.17. Clergy Training Fund 
£112.09. 

Goldenhill Gift Aid £223.50, Non-
Gift Aid £271.58, Total £495.08. 
Clergy Training Fund £82.35. 

Kidsgrove Gift Aid £217.50, Non-
Gift Aid £267.22, Total £484.72. 
Clergy Training Fund  £167.69. 

Second Collections: This Sunday 
there will be a collection, at the re-
quest of the Holy Father, for the peo-
ple of Ukraine. 

Parish Accounts Copies of the 

Thinking about the Gospel 

John 13:31-35 

Until the end of time, the Church will declare to the world God's 
mighty deeds, blessing His holy name and giving Him thanks, 
singing of the glories of His kingdom. In His Church, we know 
ourselves as His "faithful ones," as those Jesus calls "My little chil-
dren" in today's Gospel. We live by the new law, the "new com-
mandment" that He gave in His final hours. The love He commands 
of us is no human love but a supernatural love. We love each other 
as Jesus loved us in suffering and dying for us. We love in imitation 
of His love. This kind of love is only made possible by the Spirit 
poured into our hearts at Baptism, renewed in the sacrifice His 
priests offer in every Mass. By our love we glorify the Father. And 
by our love all peoples will know that we are His people, that He is 
our God. 

Catholicism Course The Course is running 
on Friday evenings at 7pm at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale. The next session will be 6th May.  

‘There is nothing we can 

desire or want that we 

do not find in God.’  
 (St Catherine of Siena) 

Words spoken by the  Holy Father on Divine Mercy Sunday, 3rd April, Saint Peter’s Square 

‘On this day my thought goes to all who thirst for reconciliation and peace. I think in particular, here in Europe, of the trag-
edy of those who are suffering the consequences of violence in Ukraine: of those who remain in lands shocked by the hostili-
ties and of those forced to flee from the grave situation which is ongoing. It involves above all elderly people and children. 
Besides accompanying them with my constant thoughts and with my prayers, I have decided to promote humanitarian sup-
port in their favour. For this purpose, a special collection will be taken up in all Catholic Churches in Europe on Sunday, 24 
April. I invite the faithful to join in this initiative with a generous contribution. This act of charity, in addition to alleviating 
material suffering, seeks to express my personal closeness and solidarity and that of the entire Church. I sincerely hope that it 
may help to promote, without further delay, peace and respect for law in that land so afflicted.’ 

parish accounts for the three parishes 
for 2015 are available in Church for 
your information. Please take a copy 
if you would like to see how parish 
money is being spent. These will also 
be uploaded to the parish website 
shortly 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.159 N Cook; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.30 N Bailey; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.123 G Hussey. Monthly Draw: 
1st Prize £75, No.129 S Hill; 2nd 
Prize £50, No.40 B McGough; 3rd 
Prize £25, No.190 J Moran.   

APF (Red) Boxes -  Goldenhill 
Please bring boxes in for counting. 
Please hand them to Paul Pender.   


